
Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



752 



PROCEEDINGS OF THE ACADEMY OF 



[Dec, 

Seven hundred and one acknowledgments of gifts to the library 
and museum and three diplomas to correspondents have been 
mailed. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Benj. Sharp, 

Corresponding Secretary. 



REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN. 

The growth of the Library, as far as the ordinary current acces- 
sions are concerned, has been unprecedented during the past year. 
A total of 6,184 additions have been received, classified and cata- 
logued; 4,678 of these are pamphlets and parts of periodicals, 
1,380 are complete volumes, 124 maps, and one photograph. 

They have been received from the following sources: 

Societies, .... 2,293 

I. V. Williamson Fund, 1,309 

Editors, 861 

General Fund, .... 846 

Authors, 169 

TL S. Department of the 

Interior, 160 

Meigs Fund, .... 145 

U. S. Department of Agri- 
culture, 121 

Wilson Fund, .... 37 

TJ. S. Department of State, 16 

Special Exchange, . 27 

Geological Survey of New 
Jersey, 11 

Ministere des Travaux 
Publics, France, . . 11 

Albert I, Prince of Mo- 
naco, 9 

Pennsylvania State Li- 
brary, 9 

Royal Geographical Society, 
London, 8 



Geological and Natural 
History Survey of Can- 
ada, .... 

Library of Congress 

H. C. Chapman, . 

Thomas Meehan, . 

Henry G. Bryant, 

Comite' Geologique Russe, 

Kommission zur wissen- 
schaft lichen Untersuch- 
ungen der deutschen 
Meere in Kiel und der 
Biologischen Anstalt 
auf Helgoland, . 

Pauline L. Neidhard, 

Geological Survey of India, 

William J. Fox, . . . 

Department of Mines 
(Geological Survey), 
Victoria, 

H. A. Pilsbry, . . . 

Biuroului Geologicu, Rou- 
mania, . . 



8 

7 
7 

7 



7 
6 
6 
5 



5 

5 
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Maryland Geological Sur- 
vey, 4 

Trustees of British Mu- 
seum, 4 

Department of Mines, 
New South Wales, . . 4 

U. S. Treasury Depart- 
ment, 3 

U. S. Commission of Fish 
and Fisheries, ... 3 

Conchological Section, 
Academy, .... 3 

Geological and Natural 
History Survey, Min- 
nesota, 3 

U. S. War Department . 2 

U. S. Coast and Geodetic 
Survey, 2 

U. S. Board on Geograph- 
ical Names, 2 

Royal Swedish Academy 
of Sciences, .... 2 

*sLands Plantentuin, Java, 2 

Department of Mines, 

Nova Scotia, .... 2 

Bentham Trustees, Kew 
Gardens, 2 

Comission Geologica, Mex- 
ico, 2 

Naturforschende Gesell- 
schaft, Basel (special), 2 

Aeade'mie des Science de 
Cracovie (special), . 2 

Trustees of Indian Mu- 
seum, 2 

Botanical Survey of India, 2 

Geological and Natural 
History Survey, Wis- 
consin, 2 

84 
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Mrs. Jonas Gil man Clark, 1 
Government of Uruguay, 1 

Geological Survey of 

Michigan, .... 1 
Commissioners of Inland 
Fisheries and Game, 
Massachusetts, ... 1 
Department of Agricul- 
ture, Cape of Good 

Hope, 1 

Samuel G. Dixon, . . 1 
Smithsonian Institution, . 1 

Financial Publishing Co., 

Philadelphia, ... 1 

Geological Survey of 

Georgia, 1 

Government of India, . 1 
R. Academia di Cien- 

cias, etc., Barcelona, . 1 
E. R. Sykes, .... 1 
Council of the Fridtjof 
Nansen Fund for the 
Advancement of Sci- 
ence, 1 

Geological Survey of Mis- 
souri, 1 

Bergen's Museum, ... 1 

A. W. Vogdes, ... 1 
California State Mining 

Bureau, ..... 1 
K. Akademie der Wissen- 

schaften, Wien (special), 1 
Department of Geology, 

etc., Indiana, ... 1 

W. N. Newton, ... 1 
Illinois State Board of 

Labor, ..... 1 

Messrs. Werner and Swasey, 1 
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Madras Government Mu- 
seum, 

Home Secretary's Office, 
Queensland, .... 

Hungarian Central Bureau 
for Ornithology, . . 

Geological Survey of Iowa, 

Commission des Travaux 
Geologiques, Portugal, 

Berniee Pauahi Bishop 
Museum, ..... 



[Dec, 
1 



Edward J. Nolan, . . 
1 Societe Hollandaise des 

Sciences (special), . . 1 
1 Magyar Tudomanyos Aka- 

demia (special), . . 1 
1 j Royal Society of Denmark 
1 | (special), .... 1 

Geological Survey of Ala- 
1 | bama, 1 

Department of Marine 
1 and Fisheries, Canada, 1 



They were distributed to the several departments of the library, 
as follows: 



Journals, .... 


4,866 


Geography, . . 






28 


Geology, .... 


345 


Ichthyology, 






21 


Botany, 


282 


Medicine, . . 






16 


General Natural History, 


146 


Mammalogy, . . 






14 


Voyages and Travels, 


76 


Physical Science, 






13 


Agriculture, . . . 


. 67 


Bibliography, . 






13 


Encyclopaedias, 


47 


Helminthology, 






. 12 


Entomology, . . 


. 44 


Mineralogy, 






10 


Anatomy and Physiology 


41 


Chemistry, . . 






7 


Ornithology, . . . 


39 


Herpetology, . 






6 


Conchology, . . . 


. 34 


Mathematics, . 






1 


Anthropology, . . . 


. 28 


Miscellaneous, . 






. 28 



Fourteen hundred and seventy -two volumes have been bound, 
making a noticeable improvement in the library, especially in the 
department of periodicals. Only those who have been compelled 
to consult unbound sets of journals, the numbers unavoidably mixed 
and the indexes probably misplaced, can appreciate the comfort of 
working with volumes bound to date. Large appropriations for 
the work are still required, nearly three thousand volumes in the 
department of periodicals alone still requiring binding, but it is a 
cause of sincere congratulation that they will now be handled as 
rapidly as the necessary collation will permit. An important 
addition to the cases has been provided in the central entresol 
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room, relieving for the present the pressure on some of the more 
crowded sections of the periodicals. The growth of the library 
in this department, as indeed in all the others, is likely to be so 
rapid in the future, in view of the comparatively liberal appro- 
priations which can now be made, that the question of additional 
shelving and room for its accommodation will soon become a press- 
ing one. Another important need is a case for the arrangement 
and storage of maps, the necessity of which was brought to the 
attention of the Academy as early as 1889. 

Among the more important accessions of the past year have fyeen 
a number of early sets of journals secured from the catalogues of 
second-hand dealers. As the Academy has special reason to set 
store by what is believed to be its well-nigh unequaled collection of 
journals and transactions, it is desirable that desiderata be secured 
as promptly as possible, as the opportunities of doing so are yearly 
becoming fewer because of the very liberal means at the disposal 
of many scientific libraries recently started and the vigor of their 
administration. The Academy has had the advantage of being 
early in the field, and, though having no means of its own for many 
years, the devotion of William Maclure and Thomas B. Wilson 
secured for it bibliographical treasures which can no longer be 
bought. 

A list of the serials now received in exchange or subscribed for 
is appended. 

The works on Philology have been selected from the Meigs 
Library and from the department of Anthropology, and now form 
a separate section containing 296 volumes. 

The card catalogue is being carefully revised and certain un- 
avoidable duplications and irregularities are being corrected. 

A portrait of the late Thomas Meehan, in oil, by James L. 
Wood, was presented by Mr. Charles Koberts in May. While it 
has distinct value as a work of art, it forms a most desirable 
memorial of the senior Vice-President, whose recent death is 
referred to elsewhere. 

Dr. John G. LeConte presented a crayon portrait of Mr. Charles 
E. Smith, a benefactor whose death was announced last year. 
The picture has been placed in the herbarium. 

The present extent of the library, determined by a careful 
count, is as follows : 
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Ichthyology 323 

Mammalogy 304 

Miscellaneous 299 

Philology 296 

Helminthology 295 

Chemistry 275 

Herpetology • 186 

Meigs Library (miscellane- 
ous) 1,916 

Warner Library (miscellane- 
ous) 128 

American Entomological So- 
ciety Library (Entomologi- 
cal Section) 3,160 

Unbound pamphlets, 2524, 

forming volumes 170 

51,249 



Journals 23,007 

Geology 3,039 

General Natural History 2, 860 

Botany 2,429 

Voyages and Travels 1,870 

Anatomy and Physiology 1,719 

Entomology 1,207 

Anthropology 1,120 

Conchology 1,073 

Medicine. ... 903 

Ornithology 863 

Encyclopedias, Dictionaries, 

etc 816 

Physical Sciences 630 

Mineralogy 554 

Mathematics 551 

Bibliography . . 428 

Geography 421 

Agrioulture 407 

In considering the growth of the library since the last enumera- 
tion, it must be remembered that about 450 volumes, bibliographical 
and non-scientific, have been, by direction of the Council and the 
Library Committee, transferred to the Free Library. 

Many of the works in the library of the Entomological Section 
(American Entomological Society) are duplicates, while those in 
the James Aitken Meigs Library are foreign to the purposes of 
the Academy, being retained under an agreement with the legatee. 

It may not be out of place, at the beginning of the new cen- 
tury, to review briefly the history of the library, so as to deter- 
mine with some degree of clearness what has been accomplished by 
this department of the Academy during its ninety years of existence. 

It will be remembered that on the evening of January 25, 1812, 
" a meeting of gentlemen, friends of science and of rational dis- 
posal of leisure moments/ ' was held to consider the advisability 
of forming a scientific society. After mature deliberation it was 
decided that such a society was desirable, and preliminary step3 
were taken toward its organization. The men who met on that 
occasion took themselves with entire seriousness, as is evidenced by 
the dignified wording of the minutes and the care with which they 
were kept by the first Recording Secretary, Dr. Camillus McMahan 
Mann. They evidently attached due importance to the formation 
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of a library, for a committee consisting of Messrs. Troost and 
Shinn was appointed to consider, among other weighty matters, 
" which are the fittest periodical works to engage in the first in- 
stance for the accommodation of the society.' ' 

~No report seems to have been received from this, the first Library 
Committee, but under date of March 17 of the same year, a mem- 
orandum records that " Mr. Shinn will accommodate the society 
with the Mineralogical Journal of Dr. Bruce; Mr. Speakman 
will furnish the National Intelligeneer ; Dr. Parmentier, the Aurora 
and a map of Switzerland; Dr. Mann, the Monthly Magazine for 
1807. Drs. Troost and Parmentier have engaged for account of 
the society the Annales de Chymie and the Annales des Arts et de 
Commerce. Mr. Shinn is commissioned to procure for account of 
the society the Archives of Useful Knowledge of Dr. Mears, and 
the Medical Museum of Drs. Mitchell and Millar. Agreed to pro- 
cure the Repertory of Arts from London. ' ' 

On April 18, " the Secretary makes homage to the Academy of 
The Bureau, weekly newspaper recently commenced, which he has 
subscribed for." kt the same meeting it was " referred to the 
Committee to purchase at least one portfolio, for the purpose of 
depositing extracts from newspapers announcing recent discoveries 
and extraordinary facts, with a view to have them afterward 
arranged in a proper book and inquiries instituted thereupon/ ' 
The Secretary was requested " to procure a report of Prof. Davy 
of the London Institution's lectures lately delivered on the subject 
of Zoology." He was also requested " to procure report on Prof. 
Davy's experiments and conclusions on the subject of the oxy muri- 
atic acid, and to require report from Dr. Mitchell at time of 
writing to that gentleman his letter of notification.' ' It was 
ordered, Mr. Troost seeming to have dropped out, " that Mr. 
Shinn be requested to make his report on the periodical works 
eligible for the Academy, and if possible to procure the latest 
number of Nicholson's Journal." 

Then more definitely, on August 15, the Secretary was lc re- 
quired to obtain the following works on science: Nicholson's Journal 
from the commencement of the year 1810; a periodical work said 
to be conducted by Dr. Thompson, of London, from its com- 
mencement; Repertory of Arts from the beginning of 1810; Mur- 
ray's Chemistry, last edition; Thompson's Chemistry, edition of 
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1810, if none since published; Davies' Elements of Chemistry; 
Tilloch's Magazine from the beginning of 1810; best comparative 
statement of the experiments relative to the oxymuriatic acid. ' ' 

These are the brief records concerning the library in the earliest 
minutes of the Academy. It will be seen that they all relate to 
intentions for the future, except in the one case where the Secre- 
tary " makes homage " or presents The Bureau, a periodical for 
which he had recently subscribed, and of this, curiously enough, 
no record is to be found in the earliest published catalogue of the 
library. The list of desiderata indicates how largely the first 
members were concerned with physics and chemistry, subjects 
which now receive little or no attention in the Academy. 

The growth of the library was slow until 1816, when Mr. 
William Maclure, who was elected President the following year, 
began his liberal donations, which in 1819 had reached nearly 
1,500 volumes. A contemporary notice of the Academy says: 
" The value of these acquisitions was enhanced by the fact that 
they were possessed by no other institution on this side of the 
Atlantic. The Academy, therefore, derived from this source a 
prosperity and prominence which, upder other circumstances, must 
have been extremely slow and uncertain; while science at the 
same time received an impulse which has never faltered and which 
has been subsequently imparted to every section of our country. " 
Mr. Maclure transferred his library at New Harmony to the 
Academy in 1834. Dr. Pickering, then Librarian, the following 
year superintended the conveyance of the collection, embracing 
2,259 volumes on science, literature and art, to the Academy. 

A catalogue of the library was begun in the first issue of the 
Journal in 1817, and was completed in the fourth volume, pub- 
lished in 1824. The collection then seems to have consisted of 
1,675 volumes, embracing 672 titles. 

Another catalogue, published in 1836, gives the number of vol- 
umes then in the library, excluding a collection of historical 
documents, at 6,890, of which no less than 5,232 are thankfully 
credited to Mr. Maclure. The classification was practically that 
which is still maintained, but the collection embraced hundreds of 
volumes on finance, law, morals, literature, religion, amusements, 
military art and other subjects not at all pertinent to the Academy, 
and which have long since been disposed of by sale or exchange. 
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In a note to Morton's biographical notice of William Maclure, 
prepared in 1841, it is stated that the library then consisted of 
7,000 volumes. 

At this time certain designated books were permitted to be bor- 
rowed, but the Committee expresses grave doubt as to the advis- 
ability of continuing the practice, as serious loss of works which 
could not be replaced had been detected during the preparation of 
the catalogue of 1836. It was strongly recommended, in harmony 
with the desire of Mr. Maclure, that the library should be exclu- 
sively for use within the building. It was considered, however, 
that this was scarcely practicable until the services of a salaried 
Librarian could be secured. 

In May,. 1845, Dr. Thomas B. Wilson presented Owen's His- 
tory of British Fossil Mammalia and Birds, and from that date 
until his death, March 15, 1865, more than 10,000 volumes in 
all branches of natural history were received from this liberal 
patron of the Academy. These formed the rarest and most expen- 
sive portions of the library — complete sets of early transactions 
and superbly illustrated monographs. Week after week the Wil- 
son package was examined with delight, as it was sure to contain 
not only contributions indispensable to the workers, but also gifts 
of the highest artistic value, such as Gould's Monographs, Wolf's 
Zoological Sketches, Chenu's Illustrations Conchy liologiques, Reich- 
enbach's Xenia Orchidacea, Lindley and Moore's Ferns of Great 
Britain, etc. Dr. Wilson's earlier contributions were placed with 
the society on deposit, but were given outright in 1850 on condi- 
tion that they should not be removed from the building, a rule 
which was then extended to the entire library. 

Dr. Thomas B. Wilson was not the only member of his family 
who took an active interest in the Academy. Between the years 
1850 and 1857 his brother, Mr. Edward Wilson, residing in 
England, presented to the society 4,184 rare volumes and pam- 
phlets of the last century, and after Dr. Wilson's death a valuable 
selection from his library was received from another brother, Mr. 
Rathmell Wilson. Nor did the benefit derived by the Academy 
from the liberality of Dr. Wilson cease at his death. He be- 
queathed to the society $10,000, directing that $300 of the annual 
income should be contributed toward the payment of the salary of 
the Librarian, the balance to be expended for the continuation of his 
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subscriptions and for the purchase and binding of kindred books. 
By means of this fund the Academy has been enabled from time to 
time to add to the library many costly monographs which, until 
quite recently, it would otherwise have been unable to procure. 

In 1850 the collection had increased to 12,057 volumes. 

Apart from these gifts and others from friends of the society, 
the growth of the library had depended on a system of exchange 
with other scientific societies, begun in 1817 when the Journal of 
the Academy was first issued. This, important source of supply 
has since been maintained, with the result of securing the earliest 
information regarding original research from all parts of the world. 
Very inadequate sums for the purchase of books were secured 
from time to time by subscriptions or sales of material not germane 
to the Academy. The historical documents received from Mr. 
Maclure were sold to the Historical Society of Pennsylvania in 
1861 for $500. This was known as the Maclure Fund. A mo- 
tion to invest the amount and expend the interest only was voted 
down and the entire sum was placed at the disposal of the Library 
Committee for the purchase of books. 

The Conarroe Fund was a small amount arising from the sale of 
books presented by George M. Conarroe. Sums of money for 
special needs were frequently contributed by Mr. Joseph Jeanes and 
a Library Fund was started in I860, to which twenty-seven sub- 
scribers contributed $25 each annually until 1868. Some dupli- 
cates were sold in 1870 for $100, and others were exchanged for a 
copy of Elliott's Birds of North America. 

These were all helps, but a permanent endowment was sadly 
needed, for the income from the Wilson Bequest, after the sum 
toward the salary of the Librarian had been deducted, did not 
always yield a sufficient balance to pay the subscriptions. It can 
therefore be readily understood with what joy Mr. Isaiah V. 
Williamson's gift in 1875 of $25,000 in ground rents was re- 
ceived. The income only was to be expended on the purchase of 
scientific books, and the I. V. Williamson Fund, inaugurating a 
period of prosperity up to that time unknown, continues to yield 
an important part of the resources at the disposal of the Library 
Committee. 

In 1882 eighteen hundred and ninety-seven volumes — 1,272 on 
religion, history, politics, general literature, 422 duplicates and 201 
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on fine arts and architecture — were sold for $1,325.14 By an ar- 
rangement with Mr. George W. Tryon, Jr., one-half this sum was 
devoted to the Conchological Section, and the other was appro- 
priated for binding. 

The Warner Library, consisting of 1,045 volumes and 1,200 
pamphlets, mostly on mathematics, came into the possession of the 
society in 1892, on the coming of age of Mr. Warner's daughter 
and heiress. 

The library of James Aitken Meigs, consisting of 5,089 
volumes, 1,916 of which were on other than scientific subjects, was 
bequeathed to the Academy by his father, John G. Meigs, who 
also left to the society $20,000, one-half for the exclusive use of 
the library. Before his death Mr. Meigs intimated his desire 
that even the volumes not pertinent to the Academy should be 
kept together as the James Aitken Meigs Library, and this desire 
has been so far complied with. 

The first catalogue of the library was published, it will be 
remembered, at irregular intervals in the first four volumes of the 
Journal from 1817 to 1824. 'No classification is indicated in this 
list. The carefully compiled catalogue of 1836 is divided into broad 
subject sections. Dr. Fisher reports the beginning of a new cata- 
logue in 1859, but the intention, it would appear, was not carried 
out. The catalogues then in use were manuscript hand-lists, 
arranged alphabetically for each separate department. They were 
not kept strictly up to date. They were added to and copied by a 
special clerical assistant in 1863 and 1864, and were again tran- 
scribed in 1878. They remained in use until 1885, when they 
were finally replaced by a card catalogue which, in a very crude 
form, had been begun in 1874 and completed in 1880. The num- 
bering of the library was begun with the Conchological Department 
in 1869, and gradually extended, as a matter of convenience, to 
the other sections of the library in connection with the prepara- 
tion of the card catalogue. Shelf lists of the several departments, 
indispensable for the proper placing of the books and in accounting 
for missing volumes, were also prepared. 

From 1883 to 1894 much-needed clerical assistance was secured 
in a more or less intermittent way. The expenses were defrayed 
by subscriptions secured by Mrs. Annis Lea Wister and Dr. 
Henry M. Fisher. The old card catalogue was transcribed on 
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regulation library cards, arranged in drawers in three sections 
devoted to authors, subjects and periodicals. It was begun in 
1885, is the basis of the catalogue now in use and meets measur- 
ably the requirements of modern library administration. The 
clerk also did much good work in the endeavor to secure supplies of 
deficiencies from corresponding societies. 

Mr. William J. Fox was appointed messenger March 26, 1888. 
Proving himself intelligent and trustworthy in the performance 
of such work as was assigned him, he was promoted to the position 
of Assistant Librarian in 1890, and has since been efficient in 
forwarding the interests of the Academy. 

To provide for the supposed wants of students the experiment 
of keeping the library open until 10 P.M. was begun in 1873 and 
continued until 1876, when it was abandoned as not serving any 
useful end on account of the extremely limited number of members 
using the books in the evening. 

A catalogue of duplicates was printed and distributed in 1899. 
A number of sales have been effected, but the larger part of the 
collection remains yet on hand. 

Up to 1847 the library had been arranged in connection with 
the Museum, manifestly to the great discomfort of students who, 
as Dr. Zantzinger says in his report for that year, were excluded 
from the hall when it was open to the public. The society then 
occupied the building at the corner of Broad and Sansom streets 
(Plate C), into which it had moved from Twelfth and Sansom streets 
(Plate B) seven years before. During the year mentioned the books 
were arranged in a department expressly designed as a library 
and meeting room at the western end of the ground floor. The 
Librarian was then required to be on duty during pari of the fore- 
noon, his place being supplied in the afternoon by the Chairman 
of the Curators. The eastern hall, in which the collections of 
minerals and fossils had been arranged, was given up to the Library 
in 1855, and was used from 1857 as a meeting room. Finally the 
western section, formerly used for this purpose, was divided in 
two by a partition of cases erected from time to time by the liber- 
ality of Dr. Thomas B. Wilson, thus providing on the floor and 
gaUery additional room and placing the library in the condition 
in which it remained until removal to the present building in 1876. 
The present system of alternating alcoves and study rooms with the 
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spacious gallery above for the arrangement of periodicals is well 
known to all now using the library. 

The accompanying plates, D, E and F, illustrate the ground*plan 
of the building vacated in 1876 and the present distribution and 
aspect of the library. 

The first Librarian was John Speakman, who was elected Novem. 
ber 29, 1814, and served until December 26, 1815, when he was 
succeeded fn rapid succession by Caleb Richardson, Jacob Pierce, 
S. W. Conrad, Charles Pickering, Paul Beck Goddard, Joseph 
Carson, Robert Bridges, Alfred L. Elwyn, Joseph Leidy, and 
William S. Zantzinger. Several of these served only one or two 
years, Dr. Zantzinger alone reaching an incumbency of ten years. 
Then came Dr. James Aitken Meigs, from August, 1856, to May, 
1859, and Dr. James C. Fisher, from June 28, 1859, to August 
27, 1861, when he entered the army as contract surgeon and was 
succeeded by Dr. R. E. Griffith, who served only one year. 

It was becoming hard to find any one who was willing to take the 
office. There were certain duties which manifestly had to be per- 
formed. As exchanges came in and the Wilson packages were 
delivered, the accessions must be shelved and recorded, even 
though they were not systematically catalogued, and some few, 
from time to time, had to be prepared for the binder. Dr. Robert 
Bridges devoted much time at irregular intervals to the latter duty, 
although not officially. He deserves, also, the grateful remem- 
brance of the Academy for his supervision, in connection with Mr. 
William S. Vaux, of the distribution of the Proceedings and Jour- 
nal to subscribers and exchanges, the editorial work being per- 
formed by Dr. Joseph Leidy, then and until his death, Chairman 
of the Publication Committee. 

Mr. J. Dickinson Sergeant was finally prevailed on to take the 
Librarianship, but only on condition that an assistant should be 
engaged to perform the routine duties of the office. The financial 
resources of the Academy were not such as to permit the engage- 
ment of a trained bibliographer, and a boy was employed who 
owed his selection to the good offices of Mr. John Cassin. The 
Assistant's first record of accessions was made February 4, 1862, 
within a few days of the beginning of the second half century of 
the society's history. 
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Mr. Sergeant held the Librarianship until December, 1867, 
when the Assistant, who bad in the meantime taken a degree from 
the Medical Department of the University of Pennsylvania, under 
the preceptorship of the beloved Leidy, was appointed to the 
office which he has held continuously ever since. If the situation 
be unchanged, therefore, in February of next year, he will have 
had the supervision of the Academy's Library, in conjunction with 
the Library Committee, as Assistant and Librarian for forty years. 
He begs to be allowed, on this occasion, to put on record his obliga- 
tion to his first and only chief, J. Dickinson Sergeant, for the 
kindly forbearance, helpful council and unfailing courtesy and 
encouragement which filled the life of the boy with interest and 
gladness and turned the daily task which, under an unsympathetic 
master, might well have been irksome enough, into a labor of 
love. Dr. Leidy, also, was invariably helpful and encouraging, 
and the Librarian is unceasingly thankful thai early in his life it 
was given to him to know, and in a measure to appreciate, the high 
ideals embodied in those two men. 

A like acknowledgment of obligation is, in a measure, due to 
nearly every one with whom he has been brought into asso- 
ciation during his forty years of service in the Academy. Only 
the most cordial associations are called up by the names of Lea, 
Wilson, Bridges, Hays, LeConte, Slack, Cassin, Tryon, Vaux, 
Jeanes, Allen, Horn, Redfield and Meehan, not to mention the 
dear friends who are still met with every day, to all of whom he 
is indebted for kindliness, courtesy, and forbearance. His paths 
have been made by them paths of pleasantness. 

The Librarian hopes that he may be forgiven these personalities. 
It can be safely asserted that he will not have an opportunity, 
after an additional equal term of service, to record his obligation 
to his associates living and dead. 

The statistics presented above show that the Academy possesses, 
including all the books in the building, except duplicates set apart 
for sale, a library of over 50,000 volumes. Their arrangement 
is practically what the present Librarian inherited from his prede- 
cessors in 1862. It is far from meeting the requirements of 
modern library classification, but in practice it has been found to 
be not far short of what is wanted by the worker. Books as they 
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are received are placed under their respective headings, for the 
most part consecutively, a separate running number being used in 
each department. The subject catalogue in a measure supplies 
the needs of a more philosophic arrangement, and it is easy to 
make a memorandum of the position of books on a given subject. 
Still, the adoption of the decimal system of arrangement would 
be, in some respects, desirable ; but reclassification and recata- 
loguing will involve great inconvenience and a heavy expense, as 
the employment of a corps of trained assistants will be unavoid- 
able. It may be that some one interested in the welfare of the 
library will volunteer to defray the cost of making such a change 
in the prompt way which would involve the least discomfort, or the 
Academy in the future may find itself in a position to make the 
required appropriations. Until that time arrives it is a satisfac- 
tion to know that few or no complaints are heard from the earnest 
workers who use the library in yearly increasing numbers, and 
who are intelligently informed as to what they desire in the prose- 
cution of their work of original research. 

The statistics of work and growth for the year are sufficient 
evidence that this department is actively benefitted by the improved 
financial condition of the Academy. Every book added to the 
shelves as the result of the judicious administration of its resources 
is a memorial of the liberal and enlightened men who have selected 
the Academy as their agent in the advancement of science. 

Mr. William J. Fox has continued to render intelligent and 
willing assistance to the Librarian, and also in many important 
ways to the Recording Secretary. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

Edward J. Nolan, 

Librarian. 
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